
We pond e r ,  O God ,  y o u r  me r c y  w i t h i n  y o u r  t empl e

   Without ever moving, we’ve been part of four diff erent Catholic dioceses since our foundation: Galveston, Galveston-
Houston, Beaumont, and Tyler; and also part of two diff erent Dominican provinces, the Central Province (St. Albert the 
Great) and, currently, the Southern Province (St. Martin de Porres). Throughout the years we have relied on the generosity, 
faithfulness and goodness of our Dominican brothers and sisters in Houston and the Tyler diocese, and the Missionaries of 
La Salette, who have always been here for us when we need them. Our thanks to y’all! 
   Through the years we have also striven to deepen our bonds with Dominican monasteries both here in the United States 
and around the world, by means of mutual assistance, enrichment, and solidarity. We are blessed to have sisters among us 
from Cuba, Mexico, Tanzania and Vietnam and various parts of the United States. All of these elements work together to 
make our community strong and vibrant!
   This is just a brief history of our 75 grace-filled years in Lufkin. We are profoundly grateful for God’s providential care 
and merciful love for us. We gather each of you into our grateful hearts—members of our families, friends and benefactors, 
brothers and sisters in St. Dominic, everyone everywhere—and we remember you all as we kneel before Our Lord present 
in the Blessed Sacrament, adoring, praising, off ering ourselves for the life of the world. To conclude with another thought 
from St. Augustine’s sermon: “Let us then off er our thanksgiving above all to the Lord our God, from whom every best 
and perfect gift comes…He it was who inspired in His faithful
people  the will to build this house of prayer; He stirred up their 
desire and gave them His help…So God, who gives to those 
of good will the desire and the accomplishment of the things 
that belong to Him, is the One who began this work”.  And 
we pray He will bring it to completion in His own good time!

   In one of his many sermons, St. Augustine writes, “This is our house of 
prayer…The work we see complete in this building is physical; it should find 
its spiritual counterpart in our hearts. We see here the finished product of 
stone and wood; so too your lives should reveal the handiwork of God’s 
grace.” The Monastery of the Infant Jesus celebrates its Diamond Jubilee this 
year—75 years of prayer, intercession, praise and sacrifice. Together with the 
help of our many friends in Lufkin, throughout the United States, and around 
the world, we have built this house of prayer, and we pray that this house does 
reveal the handiwork of God’s grace, a house of prayer where all people are 
welcome. 

   Our founding sisters came from the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament in Detroit, MI (now in Farmington Hills, MI), a 
monastery which traces its roots back to the very first Dominican monastery founded in 1206 in Prouilhe, France. Fifteen 
sisters, ranging in age between 18 and 72, came in several groups to make the foundation. The first group arrived by bus 
on July 26, 1945. Because the farmhouse purchased for the foundation was not immediately available, the Missionaries of 
La Salette stationed in Nacogdoches off ered them a small convent for living quarters, available for the summer since the 
teaching sisters had gone to their motherhouse. When the sisters returned in late August, these generous La Salette priests 
gave our sisters their own rectory to live in, while they moved into a partially completed kindergarten building. 

   In September, the sisters were able to move to Lufkin and take up life in their new farmhouse monastery. Repairs and 
renovations on the building began almost immediately. On November 9, 1945, the bishop of Galveston (our diocese at the 
time), Christopher E. Byrne, established papal enclosure and perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. This short time 
from arrival to papal enclosure is truly a miracle of God, as other foundresses may know! 
    Although the good people of Lufkin and the East Texas Bible belt were not familiar with cloistered nuns, they respected 
and valued a life of prayer and dedication to God. These strong, faithful Christians appreciated goodness wherever they 
found it and many lasting friendships were made in those early days. This spirit of ecumenism continues to be a distinctive 
and cherished mark of our Dominican community.
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    Sister Mary Sybillina of the Crucifixion, O.P. (Irene Drolet), of Kankakee, Illinois, was the 
last of our founding sisters. She had only been at the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament 
in Detroit a day when she was invited  to start a foundation in Texas. With characteristic 
enthusiasm, she agreed to come and three weeks later she arrived in Lufkin on July 26, 
1945. Sister never left the area again, and died peacefully at the Monastery on July 28, 
2020, having spent 75 of her 93 years of life in East Texas. 
   She served faithfully and generously all of her religious life: in the infirmary, kitchen and 
altar bread department, to name just a few of her work areas. She willingly arose early every 
morning for years to start the coffee—a kindness we all 
appreciated! She was an avid reader. In addition to the 

local newspaper, she never missed reading L’Osservatore Romano (news from the Vatican) 
and Origins (Church news and transcripts of talks by various contributors). Sister had a 
wonderful sense of humor, entertaining us at recreation with her witty comments. 
   Above all, Sister was a deeply prayerful person. She loved to spend her free time before 
the Blessed Sacrament or praying in the cemetery. She always enjoyed a walk around the 
grounds to admire God’s handiwork in creation, and in later years was chauffeured in the 
golf cart, to her great delight.  As she reached the end of her life, Sister continued to pray 
and praise God in word and song from her bed, joyful to the last. Sister Mary Sybillina was 
truly an exemplar of what Dominican monastic life should be, and we all miss her! 

    
   
   When our original retreat master cancelled earlier this year due to the COVID-19 travel restrictions, we were grateful and 
delighted that Father John Sica, O.P., was able to come and give our annual retreat. He is currently stationed at Holy Rosary 
priory in Houston, TX and has visited our monastery before to give classes and make his own annual retreat. He once told 
us he would be happy to help us if we ever needed anything, and we took him up on his offer.  

   His retreat conferences centered on the theme of the Image of God. He 
used many examples taken from the lives of our own Dominican saints, which 
we found especially fruitful for meditation. 
    Fr. John is a Dominican friar from St. Joseph’s Province in the Eastern 
United States. He has been living in Houston while he works towards his 
doctorate at the University of St. Thomas. He actually made time to offer our 
retreat just a week before his classes began, assuring us that he had already 
done all the required reading for the semester. This is the first retreat he has 
ever given to the nuns so he can consider himself duly baptized and confirmed 
as a retreat master! And we would highly recommend him.  
  
 

  Fr. Ron Foshage has brought the light of Christ to the people of East Texas for 38 years.  In recognition of his selfless 
work ministering to all he encounters, Catholic Extension has awarded him their highest honor: the Lumen Christi Award.     
   Fr. Ron is a priest of the religious order Missionaries of La Salette, and has spent most of his ministry in Jasper, TX, where 
he played a major part in bringing peace and unity to the town after the dreadful killing of 
James Byrd, Jr. in 1998. He continues to be a source of peace and reconciliation for people of 
every faith. In addition to his heavy pastoral schedule at five parishes, Father also finds time to 
deliver groceries and mow several lawns every week to assist the elderly and infirm. However, 
if we had nominated Father for this award, we would have to say he deserves it because he has 
been hearing our confessions almost every month for the last 35 years! Father has also been 
faithful in coming for our professions, jubilees, and funerals, always ready to be with us in times 
of joy and sorrow.
   One would think that all this work would have an adverse effect on him but the opposite is 
true. Father Foshage is incredibly joyful, always greeting us cheerfully with a warm smile. One 
of the hobbies he pursues in his very limited free time is playing the violin, and he once came 
to play for us. He’s very good! Fr. Ron truly radiates the light of Christ. 

 

   We have a new website! The address hasn’t changed, but the look has. We’re using a new website source called eCatholic. 
They were recommended by our friars, and we have not been disappointed. In addition to the new look, we have brought 
back some features you have been asking for and added some new ones we hope you’ll like. You can now donate online 
once again, either a one-time contribution or a monthly donation. And, you can now order prayer enrollments online, too. 
We have all our available cards and pictures for the perpetual enrollments featured. And remember to keep checking back for 
other new developments. We’re always changing things around a little or updating pictures. You can also see current news 
on our blog, “Dominican Life on Lotus Lane”. Hope you will visit us soon! 

The old has gone, the new is here! 

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news

Enter His courts with songs of praise

                         Blessed are the peacemakers


